
Extract from Hansard 

[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 22 February 2012] 

 p193c-193c 

Dr Elizabeth Constable 

 [1] 

NATIONAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM — LITERACY AND NUMERACY — 2011 RESULTS 

Statement by Minister for Education 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [12.05 pm]: I would like to update the 

house about the important gains being made in Western Australian schools, as measured by the National 

Assessment Program — Literacy and Numeracy. As we start another school year and teachers concentrate 

on delivering the quality education that all students in this state deserve, it is pleasing to report to the 

house that the NAPLAN final report, released in January this year, shows that 2011 was the best year ever 

for Western Australian schools. When compared with other states, our rankings were the highest they have 

eve r  been. Our mean score placings improved for 11 assessments and the placings were maintained for 

the remaining nine.  

With NAPLAN now having been run for several years, it is possible to see how the same students are 

performing as they move through our school system. The state’s cohort gains across 2009 to 2011, for 

years 3 to 5, 5 to 7, and 7 to 9 were higher than the Australian average cohort gains for all assessments. 

The state ranked fourth in Australia in 11 assessments, fifth in six assessments and sixth in the remaining 

three, which was a substantial improvement on the 2010 results. For the first time ever, the state means 

were higher than the Australia-wide means for two of the assessments—year 7 reading and writing. The 

percentage of WA students at or above the national minimum standards also improved substantially in 2011 

from 2010 in year 3 spelling, grammar and punctuation and numeracy; year 7 grammar and punctuation; and 

year 9 reading.  

While we continue to work hard to close the gap between Aboriginal students’ performance and that of others, 

the report showed that WA Aboriginal students made some important gains, with significant improvements in 

mean scores in year 3 spelling and year 9 reading between 2010 and 2011; and for years 3 and 7 reading, 

spelling and grammar and punctuation and year 9 spelling between 2008 and 2011.  

Schools in the remote areas of this state face different challenges, but in 2011 the achievements of WA’s 

students in very remote locations were well above the Australian means for very remote students, across all year 

groups and in almost all tests. These results consolidated the major gains WA schools made in literacy and 

numeracy between 2008 and 2010. Through the Literacy and Numeracy Partnership Schools Program, each 

education system and sector has targeted schools where students need to boost their literacy and numeracy 

standards. Sixty-five public schools have been invited to participate in a program that sets ambitious targets 

for improvement in literacy and numeracy, aimed at continuing the growth and improvement already evident 

in Western Australia’s NAPLAN results.  

The leadership teams in 44 independent schools are working with consultants from the Association of 

Independent Schools Western Australia to improve teacher capacity through whole-school approaches to 

literacy and numeracy. An additional 42 Catholic primary schools are being supported by consultants 

working side-by-side with teachers to ensure data-driven selection of approaches to literacy and numeracy. 

Teachers across Western Australia are being supported to tailor their programs to suit the needs of their 

individual students using proven and well-researched methodologies. 

 


